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Editor’s Note

Despite rumours of its demise the game
of bridge is alive and well and dare | say,
flourishing. The Directors at the recently
held TO Sectional were overwhelmed
at the turnout, especially on Friday
morning; perhaps it was because of the
switch to the Holiday Inn near Yorkdale
Mall. It was also great to see a few tables
of youngsters playing (see the photo on
page 45).

This Spring issue has an unintentional
theme to it. See if you can spot the
common denominator amongst all our
articles featuring bridge hands. Answer
at the back.

Avrticles,ideas for articles,and anecdotes
are always welcome.

Andy Stark
andy.kibitzer@gmail.com

Cover photo courtesy of Jonathan Steinberg
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BRIDGE AT THE BRIARS

SPRING & FALL 2015
with BARBARA SEAGRAM & ALEX KORNEL
APRIL 24-26, 2015 or OCTOBER 30-NOVEMBER 1
The BRIARS... JACKSON'’S POINT, LAKE SIMCOE

4-star luxury property, 1 hour drive north of Toronto, famous for
its spa, accommodations & cuisine
$499.00 per person (dbl.occ.) / $629.00 per person (sgl.occ.)

This is a special rate if you sign up and pay by Feb. 15.
After this date add $30.00. Regular prices are $569.00 & $679.00.

Call Barbara Seagram for further info: Tel: 416-487-8321
email: bseagram@uniserve.com www.barbaraseagram.com

PRICE INCLUDES:

4 2 nights’ premium accommodation at The Briars
4 2 full breakfasts (Sat & Sun a.m.)

4 3 lunches (Fri, Sat & Sun)

¢ 2 full dinners (Fri & Sat eve)

4 All taxes & gratuities

4 Novice/Intermediate lessons before each game
4 5 sessions of bridge (Bridge is optional...play as little or as much as you wish)
4 Bridge Seminar Sat a.m.

4 Use of all indoor facilities: pool, whirlpool, saunas, exercise rooms

¢ Prizes, Lucky Draws, & Master Points

NOTE: Transportation to The Briars is not included. If you need help with transportation,
call Barbara well in advance at 416-487-8321 and we will try to arrange a ride.

FUN GUARANTEED! BOOK EARLY - SPACE IS LIMITED
ONLY HAPPY BRIDGE PLAYERS NEED APPLY! NOVICES WELCOME

Please book me for the BRIDGE AT THE BRIARS WEEKEND
APRIL 24-26 or OCTOBER 30-NOVEMBER 1, 2015

Enclose cheques for $100.00 dated now and postdate a cheque for the balance
dated Feb 15, 2015. All cheques payable to Barbara Seagram

Name: Tel. No: ( )
Sharing with:

Address: Apt. #
City: Postal Code:

Email Address:

Mail to...Barbara Seagram, 220 Lawrence Ave. East, Toronto, ON M4N 1T2
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OUR WORK'IN CAMBODIA

In 2011, Patti Lee, Barbara Seagram and a group of 50 docked in Phnom Penh, armed
with clothing, pens, notebooks, rulers, sharpeners, toys, pencils, stickers, toothbrushes
and toothpaste. We had heard about a couple of volunteers on the ground in Cambodia,

a Canadian and an Australian who pay all their own accommodation, meals and air so
that every dime raised goes to the cause. There were two schools in Takeo province (very
remote area) and another very primitive school that was falling down outside Phnom Penh.
We donated 40 bicycles to the children of landmine victims and made plans to rebuild the
school completely. The school opened in 2012.

We now have 4 schools in Cambodia that we are sustaining in remote areas of the country
at a cost of $12,000.00 per year. We now have 580 students in our schools. Thank you to
so many of you who have generously donated to this cause. We could not have done any
of this without you.

We have therefore decided to build a FAMILY HEALTH CLINIC.Our focus for the first few
years will be to make sure that villagers have:

1. Access to safe water. This is a fundamental human need and a basic human right.

2. Access to health care.

3. Health Education: Boiling water, good hygiene and the importance of good nutrition. This
will help to prevent the transmission of diseases.

The infant death rate is at an unacceptable level. Also, we need to work to ensure the
health of mothers during pregnancy and childbirth. One of our goals is to reduce the rate
of mortality of children under two years old. Immunization is one of the primary methods of
preventing mortality from childhood diseases. Therefore we need to offer immunization to
all children under the age of 2 years.

Malaria and tuberculosis continue to plague the remote villages. Our primary goals of
access to safe water, access to health care and health education will help to prevent the
transmission of diseases.

Our first guesstimate for building this project is approximately $50,000.00. After that, there
will be considerable costs for the sustaining of this project. We need your help. If you have
any professional expertise or know of potential corporate or private sponsors, we would
love to hear from you. Barbara: bseagram@uniserve.com and Patti: pattilee@sympatico.ca

CAMBODIA FUNDRAISER SEMINAR & BRIDGE GAME
FRIDAY. 1st MAY @ 9.30 am: 5 GLEN PARK AVE: HABONIM SYNAGOGUE
6 blocks south of Lawrence, %2 block west off Bathurst

There will be a seminar with JOHN RAYNER, a fabulous bridge teacher (who has
represented Canada & who owns a great bridge club in Mississauga: Mississauga Oakville
Bridge Centre)

Seminar at 9.30 am. Light lunch will be served at 11.30 am.
Presentation with pictures by Patti Lee after lunch. Game follows at 12.30 pm. ($10.00 to
cover expenses at the door)

TAX DEDUCTIBLE RECEIPTS WILL BE ISSUED. MAKE CHEQUES TO “A MINE FREE
WORLD?”. Mail this form with a cheque enclosed for a minimum of $40.00 per person (no
maximum!!) to: Barbara Seagram, 220 Lawrence Ave East, Toronto ON M4N 1T2
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Please hold a space for me at the Cambodia Bridge Fundraiser
at 5 Glen Park Ave: Friday May 1st.
UNABLE TO ATTEND? WE STILL WELCOME YOUR DONATION!

NAME: TEL NO: ( )

EMAIL:

ADDRESS: (for receipt)

CITY POSTAL CODE
Do you have a partner that day? 1 YES [1NO

If so, name of partner:
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UNIT 166

Board Of Directors

President: Carol Bongard, 328 Manor Road East, Toronto, ON M4S 1S2; 416-
489-9450; carol_bongard@hotmail.com

Vice President & Recorder: Paul Cronin, 3401 Weinbrenner Rd., Apt. 503,
Niagara Falls ON L2G 7K6; 905-295-2822; phm@execulink.com

Treasurer, Awards, Nominations & Elections Chair: Andrew Risman,
714-1121 Steeles Ave. W., Toronto ON M2R 3W7

Tournament Committee Chair & CVBA: Lee Daugharty, 39 Parkview Place,
Brampton ON L6W 2G2; 905-453-1976; calendar@interlog.com

Kibitzer Liaison: Sharon Berghaus, 1410-77 St. Clair Ave. E., Toronto, ON M4T
1M5; 416-861-8366; s_berghaus@yahoo.com

I/N Coordinator, School Bridge & ACBL District 2 Alternate Director:
Florence Belford, 550 Laurier Ave., Milton ON L9T 4GS8;
905-876-0267; fbelford@sympatico.ca

Publicity Chair: David McCrady, 65 Spring Garden Ave., #202, Toronto ON M2N
6H9; 416-293-1837; davemccr@sympatico.ca

CBF Adyvisory: Wiebe Hoogland, 36 Carmine Cres., St. Catharines ON L2S 3M5
COBA: Chuck Renaud, 56 Flatt Ave., Hamilton ON L8P 4N3; 905-403-8592
NDBA: Chris Loat, 3 Queen Mary Drive, St. Catharines ON L2R 2J3;
905-685-6939; chrisloat@bellnet

At-Large Board Member:

Lane Byl, 97 3rd Line, Niagara-on-the-Lake ON LOS 1J0; 905-682-2942;
lanewbyl@bell.net

David Halasi, 77 Lombard St., Toronto ON M5C 3E1; 416-876-5342;
halasid@rogers.com

Michael (Li Zhang) Yang, 11 Zambri Walk, Scarborough ON M1P 1H9;
647-818-1516; torontoyouthbridge@gmail.com

Other Officials:

Administrative Assistant/Secretary: Dee Nevett, 902-1110 Walden Cir.,
Mississauga, ON L5J 4R3; 905-823-9229; dnevett@rogers.com

Auditor: Gary Westfall, 38 Mallard Cres., Brampton ON L6S 2T6; 905-791-4239;
gwestfall@rogers.com

Inventory Control: John McWhinnie; 519-308-0088 (H.); 647-639-3935 (M.);
jmcwhinnie@rigers.com

ACBL District 2 Board of Governors/Membership Chair/Tournament
Coordinator/Webmaster: Jonathan Steinberg, 911 - 28 Hollywood Avenue,
Toronto, ON M2N 6S4; 416-733-9941; jonathan.st911@gmail.com

CBF Zone lll Director: Nader Hanna, 53 York Rd., North York ON M2L 1H7;
416-756-9065; zone3@cbf.ca

ACBL District 2 Director: Paul Janicki, 74 Fincham Ave., Markham ON L3P
4E1; 905-471-5461; p_janicki@hotmail.com
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ATTENTION: All Unit 166 Members

Re: Upcoming elections

In the event that an election is required we will be holding it at the
upcoming Easter Regional. Polling stations will be set up April 1,
April 3, and April 5, 2015.

For more information, please see our website: unit166.ca

Yours truly,
Andy Risman - Election Chair

The Unit 166 Financial Statements can be found on the Unit's
website at: www.unit166.ca

Zero Tolerance Issues
Any Unit 166 tournament Zero Tolerance concerns, or Zero Tolerance
tournament situations which were not satisfactorily resolved, should be
reported to ZT@execulink.com
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Spring Bridge Getaway, April 24-26, 2015
Lake Couchiching, Orillia

FERN RESORT

# Sanctioned duplicate games and progressive bridge
¢ Pre-game Mini-lessons
% Bridge Workshop Sat a.m.
¢ Wine & Cheese Reception Saturday
# 6 meals, 2 nights’ accommodation, snacks, use of resort facilities
< $385 per person with lake view + taxes & service
25% single supplement
% Prizes include a free package for two to the
Fern Resort Fall Bridge Getaway, Nov. 68,2015

For payment, contact Fern Resort, 4432 Fern Resort Rd., Orillia, ON,
L3V 6HS5 Attn. Murray Lathem, murrayhl@fernconference.com

To receive a brochure, contact Marilyn at emkalb@gmail.com
or call Fern Resort at 1-800-567-3376 or 1-705-325-2256

www.fernresort.com
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UNIT 238

Board Of Directors

President: Shirley O’Neil, 1713 Carol Street, Val Caron, ON, P3N 1H1;
705-897-5423; oneils47@persona.ca

Vice-President: Alan Young, 906255 Highland Road, RR1, Temiskaming Shores,
ON, POJ 1PO; 705-563-2996; Young_A@xplornet.com

Treasurer & Tournament Coordinator: Marc Langevin, 133 Sable Crescent,
North Bay, ON, P1A 3X6; 705-493-2490; mlangevin@cogeco.ca

Secretary: Lawrence McDonald, 108-570 Notre Dame Ave. W., Azilda ON POM
1B0; 705-587-2347; lawrencemcdonald60@gmail.com

Disciplinary Chair: Millie Wood Colton, 165 McNaughton Street, Sudbury, ON,
P3E 1V4; 705-674-3677; woodcom@rainbowschools.ca

Recorder: Alan Young, 906255 Highland Road. RR1, Temiskaming Shores ON,
POJ 1P0; 705-563-2996

Webmaster: Marc Langevin, 133 Sable Crescent, North Bay, ON, P1A 3X6;
705-493-2490

Director: John Biondi, 533 Lakeshore Drive, Unit 204, North Bay, Ontario, P1A
2E5; 705-478-7781; dymondace1@yahoo.com

Director: Claire Page, 277 Balsam Street N, Timmins, ON, P4N 6H2;
705-264-6346; clpage@persona.ca

Director: Brian Thomas, 4 Mapleridge Dr., North Bay ON, P1C 0B5;
705-474-9412; brian-kathy@bell.net

District 2 Website

(Visit www.acbldistrict2.org for details)

e All District 2 tournaments & results

e District 2 business

* NAP/GNT tournament information

* District 2 Director’s page for ACBL news & info

* Graham Warren is the District tournament coordinator -
gwarren@rogers.com

* Martin Hunter the NAP/GNT coordinator -
martinhunter@primus.ca
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UNIT 246 @ Board Of Directors

President: Linda Lord, 5930 17" Sideroad RR 1, Schomberg ON LOG 1T0;
905-939-8409; linda@unit246.com

Vice-President: Chris Chambers, 7071 Bayview Ave., Thornhill ON L3T 7Y8;
905-731-0707; chris@unit246.com

Treasurer/Communications Liaison: lan Coats, 27 Robbie Cres., Ajax, ON
L1S 3N1; 905-686-2416; ian@unit246.com

Secretary: Dale MacKenzie, 18 Tomlin Court, Barrie ON L4N 6H1;
705-739-3293; dale@unit246.com

Education Coordinator: Marilyn Maher, 5274 Whipoorwill Lane, RR1
Washago ON LOK 2B0; 705-689-0845; marilyn@unit246.com

Webmaster: Greg Coles, RR#1 Box 276, Victoria Harbour ON LOK 2A0;
705-534-1871; greg@unit246.com

Regional Chair/Judiciary: Linda Lord, 5930 17" Sideroad RR 1, Schomberg ON
LOG 1T0; 905-939-8409; linda@unit246.com

Supplies: David Hamer, 329 Hamers Rd., Brooklin ON L1M 2A4; 905-655-1014;
davidh@unit246.com

Greg Coles, RR#1 Box 276, Victoria Harbour ON LOK 2A0, 705-534-1871;
greg@unit246.com

Tournament Coordinator: Graham Warren, 760 Lowell Ave., Newmarket ON
L3Y 1T5; 905-898-2185; graham@unit246.com

Special Events: TBD

Membership Coordinator/Kibitzer Liaison: Chris Chambers,

7017 Bayview Ave., Thornhill ON L3T 7Y8; 905-731-0707; chris@unit246.com
Members-at-Large:

Ron Haney, Bobcaygeon; 705-738-3100; ron@unit246.com

Terri MacKinnon, 289-252-1545; terri@unit246.com

Doug Darnley, 1525 Sandhurst Cres., Pickering ON L1V 6Y5; 416-258-1331;
doug@unit246.com

Recorder: Paul Thurston, 18 Mount Grove Crescent, Wellington ON KOK 3L0;
tweedguy@gmail.com

Unit 246 Items of Interest
(Visit www.unit246.com for details)
* 15t time members of the ACBL can apply to the Unit 246 Board for a
$20 rebate for their 2" year of ACBL membership

* 15t time members of the ACBL can apply to the Unit 246 Board for a
single session fee reimbursement at a sectional in Unit 246

* Bridge teachers can list their services on the Unit 246 website free
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UNIT 249

Board Of Directors

President: Jim Brimner, Box 357, Embro ON NOJ 1J0; 519-475-6762;
plato@golden.net

Vice-President and Tournament Coordinator: Tom Ramsay, 65 Bayberry
Drive, Unit C408, Guelph, ON N1G5KS8; 519-265-1767; email tandlramsay@
yahoo.com

Secretary: Lee Easterbrook, 89 Riverview Dr. Unit 1006, Chatham, ON, N7M
6A4, 519-355-7837, lee.ellen.easterbrook@gmail.com

Treasurer: Jed Drew, 55 Fairs Cres., Tillsonburg, ON N4G 5W2; 519-842-8786,
jed.drew@gmail.com

Membership Chair: Ryan Williams, 1905 Normandy, Apt. 201, LaSalle, ON,
N9H 1P9, 226-783-8964, rkwilliams@hotmail.ca

Webmaster: Alison Burkett, 580 Lancaster St W, Kitchener, ON N2K 1M3;
519-885-6035; aburkett@galleryonthegrand.com

Disciplinary Chair:

Charles Dalmas, 721 Wellington St., Sarnia, ON, N7T 1J3, 519-328-3256,
Charles.l.dalmas@gmail.com

Jonathan Buss, 96 Culpepper Dr., Waterloo, ON, N2L 5S1, 519-747-2771,
jfouss@uwaterloo.ca

Susan Edwards, 50 Camberdale PI., London, ON, N6K 4A1, 519-657-7449,
1979edwards@gmail.com

Mark Pettit, 4217 Petrolia Line, Box 1133, Petrolia, On., NON 1RO,
519-882-3061, wpritchard@cogeco.ca

Marc Seguin, 2930 Wildwood Drive Apt 300, Windsor, ON, N8R 1Z3,
226-932-1384

Other Officials:

Recorder: Dwight Bender, 112-25 Becher St., London ON N6C 1A4;
519-645-1894; dwightbender@execulink.com

Auditor: Gary Westfall, 38 Mallard Cres., Bramalea ON L6S 2T6;
905-791-4239; gwestfall@rogers.com

Notice to All Clubs & Tournament Managers in Units 166, 246 & 249

If you plan to run a tournament, please check with your Unit Coordinator
to see if the date is free. There is an agreement among the three Units in
southern Ontario that their tournaments will not compete with one another.
This does not apply to those clubs which have an historic tournament
weekend - they are set aside for you.

Graham Warren, District 2 Tournament Coordinator
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My reunion with Fred Lerner, ‘Colonel
Bulldozer’ to his friends, began with
our participation in the 2014 Canadian
Senior Team Championship in Calgary.
We joined forces with Doran Flock and
David Smith, a pair who had impressed
me in an earlier CSTC final with their
play and deportment.We surprised
ourselves at least a little by going /
undefeated all the way to a good-
sized win in the final. With the
addition of John Rayner and
Michael Roche, the guys 4 (&
who had set up our ;
team in the first place,
and our excellent
NPC, Paul Janicki,we
were on our way to
Sanya for the world
championship.
The CBF and our
home units (Unit 246
for Fred and Unit 166 for me) helped
with the funding and it was a big help that
Paul kept after the CBF to get us some
coaching from Eric Kokish—coaching
that was about as good as coaching can
possibly get.

After shopping wisely for airfare and
accommodation,and with plans to arrive
four days ahead of time to combat the

™Kibitzer - Spring 2015 - Page 12

jetlag, Fred and | arrived in Hong Kong
for a two-day layover. We thought we
would fly west overVancouver and were
amazed to find ourselves going north up
the Quebec side of Hudson Bay, then
., east over the top of Greenland,
Norway and Russia, and finally
south over Siberia and China.
The flight took over 14 hours
non-stop, and there was a
12-hour time difference, so
no need to rest our watches.
Both Hong Kong and Sanya
are in the extreme south of
China:temperatures were warm
to tropical.
We stayed in Mongkok, the most
populated area, which happened
to have the Hong Kong student
demonstrations on. Despite an evening
walk, we saw none of that. The next day
was a tour scheduled for the morning that
took the whole day because of a 3-hour
traffic jam. It was impressive to see the
massive collection of skyscrapers,but also
the open areas with beaches and people
living on boats.
We headed on to Sanya for a couple more
days’ rest. We’'d done lots of practice
and lots of useful homework with Eric.
Since luck is often a byproduct of hard



work, we were optimistic.VWe might have
been suspicious that not everything was
going our way as our airport transit guy
presented me with a handwritten note
requesting payment of | 1,100 RMB,about
$2,000 Canadian. This was especially
disturbing as | had prepaid the hotel
and the airport transfer.The desk, which
purported to speak English, told us to
take a taxi to the tournament site, which
turned out to be the hotel next door.
Then came our room, not ready for us by
mid-afternoon, with the room attendant
not even pretending to understand
English. Our luggage was missing, the
electrical plugs did not work, and our
wireless internet was censored—so that
eliminated using Google and Facebook,
among other webpages. This is the first
and only time | saw Fred almost lose it.
Waiting for the room gave us a chance
to explore our perfect surroundings: big
wide beach, sculpted landscapes with
palm trees, curved swimming pools,
bridges and stone pathways. Meals and
refreshment were incredibly expensive
at the hotels: $5 for a coffee or a small
beer.The team explored,and after getting
burned on the first night’s dinner, found a
number of great restaurants in the mall
at less than half the price. The grocery
store offered six-packs of double-sized
Tsingtao for the price of one small beer
at the hotel, so | was good to go.

We began rested and optimistic, but
nothing seems to kill your luck quite
as quickly as making a boneheaded play.
| obliged almost immediately on our
second hand of the event.Whenever we
sat East-VVest, Fred was East, Shoe VWest.
On this hand my RHO opened a weak
notrump (12-14) and at unfavourable
vulnerability, | contributed an aggressive

2 hearts, showing hearts and a minor. My
LHO bid 3NT.

Fred had:
#K9532
VA
O K974
%1085

He opted to pass,and | had an automatic
queen of diamonds lead on this layout

& 104
V1873
oA
*KJ]9642
Q7 4K9532
Q10654 VA
© Q1083 O K974
&3 #1085
2aA)86
VK92
652
&*AQ7

Fred encouraged diamonds and on the
avalanche of clubs, contributed an early
nine of spades, discouraging. | pitched
the setting trick anyway (a diamond
at one point), keeping queen and one
heart and a singleton queen of spades
to prevent the run of 4 additional heart
tricks if declarer had A x x of hearts.
There were lots of reasons to go right,
especially at IMPs.The opponents went
right at the other table. No one got to
four diamonds, our way. Lose 10 IMPs.
Round 2 wasn’t any more encouraging.
| held:

¢Q

VA87

OAQJ762

SAQ]
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Fred, North here, opened one spade,
all vulnerable, and rebid two spades
over my game-forcing two diamonds.
We play weak two bids up to ten HCP
and | basically forced to 6NT. Fred had
declined the weak two bid as his texture
(spade spots) hadn’t been good enough!
Plus, he had two outside cards, so one
spade would be our correct opening bid.
Nobody passes these hands any more.
Nevertheless, | was in the best of many
possible ugly spots after LHO found the
opening ten of spades lead:

aA|6432
Q43
o K8
»106
2410985 K7
9195 O K1062
© 109 0543
SK987 $5432
¢ Q
VA87
©AQJ762
*AQ]

| had been lucky not to get a heart lead,
but when RHO won his spade king and
returned a club, | was sure the spades
were not breaking and so took the club
finesse.That was one down by trick two,
but better than much of the field, which
went two or three down in various
contracts. Even four spades might go
down on a club lead.

In the other room, the opponent with
Fred’s hand did open a weak two bid,
then showed the diamond king in
response to a 2NT inquiry.That resulted
in a contract of six diamonds played from
the short side. Our defender, looking at
K x of spades, decided to try to set up a
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heart trick. Unfortunately, the heart lead
was pretty much the only lead to let the
slam make.Vulnerable, of course.

We got to sit out Round 3, so our next
nightmare did not come until Round 4.
First board of Round 4 to be precise.
Board 26, vulnerable again; | held:

aK|6
TAKQ

o AK 10854
&3

| opened one diamond, partner
responded one heart and | bid an
innocuous two spades. That was it: we
were dead. The hand was effectively
over.There was now no longer any way
not to play spades. Fred had:

A 1053
v10987
Q92
»75

He raised two spades to three and | did
some encouraging noise like 4 hearts. |
had to pass the spade preference back
to four spades. | got to play it nicely
and made five by taking the club tap
and floating the jack of spades. Sadly, six
diamonds was laydown, not even needing
the two-way spade finesse, as the jack
of hearts came down doubleton and
diamonds split. Naturally, the opponents
got to six diamonds, although most of
the field missed it.

Could we have avoided this situation?
Sure, if | opened two clubs. The option,
it was suggested, was that fake jump
shifts should always be made in a lower-
ranking suit. That meant that on this
hand | had to jump shift in CLUBS! On



that auction, we might even reach six
hearts, also cold with the heart jack
being doubleton.
This was the layout on Board | of Round
5 (hand rotated).

4985
7 Q104
0 KJ62
SAQ4

210643

V9

© 87543

&K 109
4AQ2
VK32
o Q10
)8532

aK]7
VAJ8765
o A9
*76

Fred and | subsided in 2NT after he,
(North here), opened one diamond; the
next hand overcalled one heart and |
bid 2NT showing || to 12 or a bad 13.
| played sensibly in 2NT, inserting the
queen of hearts on the nine of hearts
lead and eventually scored eight tricks:
two spades, one heart, three diamonds
and two clubs.

Two notrump was not enough of a
challenge for our opponents, who
bid three. They received a spade
lead (excellent for the defense!) that
immediately made them favourites
to lose two spades and one trick in
every other suit. No problem: duck a
spade, win a spade, drive out the ace
of diamonds, the eventual club finesse
and the king not dropping brought the
total to seven tricks. Still no problem,
as the heart bidder was out of all suits
but hearts, so the lead of the queen of
hearts guaranteed two heart tricks to
bring the total to nine.

The beautiful lies of the cards continued
after we sat out round 6.This was Board
I5 of Round 7. South opened one club
and | overcalled one spade. After a
negative double and a diamond bid by
Fred, we stopped in three spades. | had
to play three spades on two rounds of
hearts on this layout:

*K9

V932
OCAQI08752
2

A 10752
7)

519
dA975

| played safely for nine tricks: ruff the
second heart,ace and a club ruff,cash the
ace of diamonds, ruff a heart back low,
ruff a club with the king of spades. This
ensured seven spade tricks and two aces.
With the spades 3-2 onside and the
diamond king onside and not with the
opening bidder, the opponents had no
problem making seven after the superior
opening club lead, by simply drawing
trump and finessing the diamond.
Naturally, they had bid the game. We
were fortunate not to be vulnerable,
this time.

The crowning glory came in Round 8,
Hand 6.We reached three notrump on
an uncontested auction: |# — [ O ; 2NT
— 3NT. My LHO was on lead with:

'YSE

VU K8543
053
»873
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What’s your lead? Hint #I: Does this
look like an impossible lead problem?
| never bid a major and partner never
responded a major or bid checkback
Stayman. Hint #2: a black-suit lead lets
you make it, and so does a heart. My
opponent led the magic doubleton five
of diamonds. This was the layout:

21092
0197
o AJ86
*962
aAj4
OK8543
¢ 53
*873

47653
VA2
010742
*KJ5
4KQ8

VQ106

OKQ9
SAQI04

It’s true that | could make it double
dummy by overtaking a high diamond,
double hooking the clubs and breaking
them out three-three, eventually strip
squeezing my LHO. | went one down
with a club to the nine, losing, and a
shift to the seven of spades, king by me,
ducked.They didn’t slip up later, and got
their four cashing tricks in the majors.

The hand is a lot easier on the normal
heart lead: unblock the queen and win
the third heart in dummy.You can’t play
for two spade tricks and a club hook
because that gives your passed hand
RHO the jack of spades, the ace of hearts
and the king of clubs, plus he needs the
ace of spades so that the hearts won’t
cash. So you have to fall back on the
double club finesse, which works, of
course.That results in four tricks in each
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minor plus a heart, making three.

Eventually, it wasn’t all bad. On the
second day, Matches 8 to 14, we got back
into contention. In Round 10, | thought
that the nightmare was continuing. The
bidding went one club on my left, one
heart on my right, four hearts on my left.
I was not delighted to be on lead holding:

4A 1062
V2
0]76
&KJ853

Presumably, | was getting a big balanced
hand with four-card heart support on my
left. With the optimism all but gouged
out of me, | nevertheless tabled the
rebellious two of spades. Declarer could
not misguess, but it was the lead to beat
the contract. Actually...so would almost
anything else have been, as it turns out:

4K95
VAKQ]
o A95
*Q97

4A1062

V2

0176

&K 853
Q|73
V10953
© 1082
*A 0

84
V8764
O KQ43
H642

Teammates found three notrump,
preferring to respond the better major
with a weak hand.They made it.

By the last round of the second day, our
bad fortunes were restored. Opponents
opened a club, | passed; one heart by



LHO, one spade by Fred;support double
on my right. Holding:

4432
V74
OA)875
1062

| ventured an innocuous lead-indicating
two diamonds, and that was enough to
goad my LHO to jump to four hearts,
holding:

A

Q10932

OK964

|53

Sure enough, dummy had ¢Q 3 and
Fred’s more or less commanded lead
of the ten of diamonds set up the tenth
trick. Partners stopped perfectly in three
hearts, just making.

It continued on this note right to the
very end of the three-day qualifier. One
last glorious example was the following
layout in Round 20, the second-last
match—all vulnerable, of course. I've
transposed the hands, so Fred appears
as West here.

2876
VK872
> A10986
b
4 AK32 Q10954
O AJ954 Q63
o — o Q432
*6432 &
o —
910
o KJ75

SAKQI09875

I’'m going to annotate this auction as we
go along.The club hand (South) is dealer
and opens one smooth club. Other
choices were apparently not considered.
In the other room, our guys opened five
clubs and got doubled there, unluckily
cold for slam, +950.

Fred overcalled one heart. My RHO
bid one spade, natural, putting an end
to all our spade saves, which would
make ten tricks. | raised to two hearts
and we were off to the races. LHO bid
four clubs. Fred passed and RHO bid 4
diamonds. Later, RHO told us that he
had made the wrong response as four
clubs was Gerber.| passed and my LHO
raised himself to 6 clubs. Later LHO
commented that partner’s four diamond
bid was just the bid he had been waiting
to hear.

Fred, with three quick tricks and four
clubs, could not find the dive in six
spades. Luckily, he did not find the
double, either.The 4-1 club break might
have set 6 clubs,but my singleton was the
jack. The two-way diamond finesse was
no great challenge when Fred showed
out. Fred stopped the overtrick by failing
to underlead the ace of hearts. So, we
scored -1370, lose 9 IMPs.And that was
how it went.

Sanya was nice. The facilities and
organization were excellent. The team
was all it could be: everyone played
decently and we had dinner together
pretty much every night.

Despite our preparation and best efforts,
the bridge was amazingly difficult. The
overall Sanya bridge experience brings
to mind that bad joke about the Lincoln
assassination, where someone asks:
“Other than that, Mrs. Lincoln, how was
the play?”

" Kibitzer - Spring 2015 - Page 17



I. | went down to the Buffalo Regional
last month, and upon returning, my wife
Gail presented me with the following
hand. She said, “Deep Finesse says 6
diamonds is cold, but my partner went
down on a trump lead” Can you make
12 tricks on this layout?

a5

VAK93

o KQI0

*AQI065
24109876 4KQ3
V765 v Q102
0754 ©98
*92 *KJ743

aA|42

V)84

oAJ632

&3

Solution at the end of the article.

2. You are on lead against 4V and you
hold # K Q. What do you lead?

You are on lead against 47 and you hold
& K Q x. What do you lead?

Did you answer the spade king in both
cases! Unless partner is psychic, he will
never be able to work it out and may not
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be able to find the best defence.

In the 1930s, a New York expert tackled
the problem and came up with the
following solution which is astonishingly
simple! With length in the led suit, you
lead the lower of touching honours.
Hence with the first holding you lead
the queen of spades. With the second
holding, you lead the king. Partner
starts to get a count on the complete
hand, and can judge how to continue
the defence. These are called Rusinow
Leads.

There are a couple of caveats. If partner
has bid the suit you are leading, you
revert back to standard leads, since
you don’t wish to mislead partner as to
the layout of the suit (he may give up a
ruff-and-discard, playing declarer for an
honour you may have hidden).Also these
leads only apply in suit contracts, where
the count is important so you know how
many tricks are cashing before you have
to switch.

3. You are on lead against 3NT, and you
hold V] 109 8 7. What card do you lead?
You are on lead against 3NT, and you
hold ¥V K] 10 9 8. What card do you
lead?



According to the back of the convention
card, in both cases the jack is led. How
does partner ever decide how to defend?
A team of New York experts, called the
Bridge Journal (Paul Heitner, Bob Ewen,
Ray Brown, Tom and Estee Griffin, Larry
Rosler,and Jeff Rubens) came up with the
following simple solution: The lead of the
Jack denies any higher honour, while the
lead of the ten GUARANTEES the ace,
king, or queen. Again, partner knows how
the defence should be conducted,and can
direct his thinking along productive lines
instead of guessing. If partner has to guess
what to do, he will guess wrong half the
time. If you eliminate guessing on defence,
your results should improve in proportion
to the number of guesses eliminated.

4.An interesting hand from the club:

MAQT74

Y K2

O AT762

SKI02
®652 693
Y1065 07
¢ K5 ¢ Q10983
$|9543 SdAQ8876

#KJIOS8

VAQJ9843

04

o
West North  East South
— INT