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Wayne Ruttan, winner of both the Kate
Buckman and Audrey Grant Awards for 2013.

See Wayne’s story on page 13.
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Volume 56, Number 3

Canadian Bridge Hall of Fame

Inducts Five Greats

L. to r.: Sami Kehela, Bruce Elliott, Eric Murray &

Percy Sheardown with the Spingold Trophy in 1964

Sam Gold (third from left) and Montreal teammates (l. to r.: David Saltsman, Joey

Silver, Ralph Cohen, Maurice Paul, Don Piafsky, and Fred Hoffer) are presented the

1968 Intercity Trophy by ACBL President Easley Blackwood (second from right)

A newsletter serving Ontario ACBL Units 166, 238, 246 & 249

First published in 1955

Fall 2011
Volume 57, Number 3
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They’re on their way to
Veldhoven!

 Winners of the Mark Molson Trophy for the Canadian National

Team Championship: David Lindop, Doug “Too Tall” Baxter, Mike

Hargreaves, Jim McAvoy, Michael “The Piglet” Roche and John

“Reindeer” Rayner will represent Canada at the 2011 Bermuda

Bowl in The Netherlands. Read about Canadian Bridge Week and

see results and photos of the other winners beginning on page 13.

Articles by champions Rayner and Lindop are also in this issue.
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2012 World Transnational Mixed

Teams Silver Medallists - Canada!

This all-Canadian group lost a close match to a

multinational team in the final of the WBF’s Mixed TNT

in France this summer. Left to right: Linda Wynston,

Toronto, Daniel Korbel, Waterloo, Darren Wolpert/Hazel

Wolpert, Thornhill, Judith Gartaganis/Nick Gartaganis,

Calgary. Tales from Lille can be found inside.
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Who is this man and

why is he smiling?

See page 13.

Jonathan

Steinberg

to Retire -

See page 10
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Who is this man and

why is he smiling?

See page 13.

The
Kibitzer Fall 200�

Volume 5�, Number 3

The Canadian IMP Pairs Championship medal winners (l. to r.):
Andrew Lee, Richmond, BC and Zoran Peca, Vancouver, second
place; Bing Le, North York & Richard Chan, Richmond Hill,

winners; Mike Yuen, Vancouver and John Duquette, Oshawa, third
place. Results of all events can be found on page 31.

Ex-partners and 1999 Canadian
National Team Championship
winners Robert Lebi, left, of
Toronto, and Nader Hanna of

Willowdale battled each other in
this year’s CNTC final, with Lebi

emerging victorious.

The
Kibitzer Winter 2004

Volume 50, Number 4
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Ray Lee of Master Point Press,
The World’s Top Bridge Publisher

(See Page 16)
Canadian Bridge Week Results

(See Page 20)
ACBL District 2 Director Election

(See page 16)

A newsletter serving Ontario ACBL Units 166, 238, 246 & 249

First published in 1955

Fall 2014
Volume 60, Number 3
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The 2014
Canadian

Bridge Hall
of Fame

Inductees

AGNES
GORDON

BRUCE
GOWDY

Who is this man and

why is he smiling?

See page 13.

Fred
Andreychuk -
Winner of the

2007 Kate
Buckman

Award. See
page 13

Pat Teeeter
Wins the
Audrey

Grant Award
for 2007.

See page 14
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What do these people all have in common?
See page 13 for the answer.

Summer 2015 Volume 61, Number 2

Sarah Toy,  Aayushi Jha, Eila O’Neil, and Sarah Nanji participating in 
Kids’ Day, 2015

Let the Kids Bid!

Spring 2015 Volume 61, Number 1

Ina Demme & Bill Kertes

National Champions of the
Mini Blue Ribbon Pairs
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Who is this man and

Paul bangs out a

column for the National

The
Kibitzer Winter 2009

Volume 55, Number 4

Canada’s top bridge
columnist, Paul

Thurston, at work and
play. Read about Paul

on page 16.

Paul and Jo-Anne Thurston
relax at home

Paul orders a bottle of the
finest Bordeaux

Paul bangs out a column
for the National Post

The collected works of
Frank Vine, “North of the
Master Solvers’ Club”, is

an MPP IBPA Book of
the Year. See page 18.

Celebrating 57 years of



The Kibitzer - Fall/Winter 2016 - Page 2

Editor’s Note

Congratulations to John Caruthers 
and Joey Silver for winning the silver 
medal in the Senior Pairs at the World 
Bridge Games in Wroclaw, Poland held 
in early September. For his next world 
championship event J.C. hopes to be 
playing with a partner named Joey Gold. 
JC and Joey also finished tied for 9th in 
the Senior Teams. Teammate Robert Lebi 
wrote an article featuring a deal from 
that event. Please see page 12. 

Sadly (for some of us), this issue of the 
Kibitzer you are holding in your hands 
represents the final hardcopy issue. 
Beginning with the Winter 2017 issue, 
the Kibitzer will be available online only. 
Courtesy of the ACBL an email blast will 
be sent out informing all recipients that 
the Kibitzer is ready for viewing. You 
will be able to access each future issue 
by visiting the website www.unit166.ca.

Thank you to all our contributors 
including our three Davids: Cohen, 
Colbert, and Deaves.

Andy Stark
andy.kibitzer@gmail.com
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Old 

Kibitzers

Do you have old copies of the Kibitzer 

(1959-89) lying around the house? Are 

they taking up space? Would you like to 

find a home for them? Please let me know 

and I’ll pick them up myself. Thank you.

Andy Stark   

andy.kibitzer@gmail.com
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ITINERARY DETAILS AND PRICING WILL BE AVAILABLE BY DECEMBER 15, 2016 

JUNE 22, 2018 

LEE & ALEX KORNEL

BRIDGE CRUISE:  NEW YORK TO  
REJKJAVIK, ICELAND
JUNE 22, 2018 – JULY 6, 2018
Regent Seven Seas Navigator

WITH BARBARA SEAGRAM, PATTI LEE & ALEX KORNEL AS HOSTS OF THIS SPECIAL 
CRUISE
Regent Seven Seas Navigator is an intimate cruising vessel with only 490 passengers. She 
offers an unsurpassed level of luxury and service not found on larger ships! Regent is the 
multi-year winner of the Canadian Travel Agent’s Favourite Small Ship Cruise Line award, 
amongst others!

PLUS POST CRUISE LAND PACKAGE IN ICELAND (OPTIONAL)
PRICES & ITINERARY ARE NOT YET FINALIZED

PRICE WILL INCLUDE AIR, TAXES, BRIDGE, GRATUITIES, TOURS AND ALL DRINKS 
ABOARD SHIP

Barbara, Patti and Alex will be aboard to escort the trip, teach and run games during the 
cruise (i.e. not in the air because people come from all over)

PRE REGISTRATION FORM BELOW AS OUR CABINS WILL SELL OUT QUICKLY

NOTE: THIS BRIDGE PROGRAM WILL ONLY BE AVAILABLE TO THOSE BOOKED WITH 
VISION TRAVEL

To book, contact PAOLA SHAW AT VISION TRAVEL 905-873-8070 or
toll free at 1800 263 5575 # 1228                  paola.shaw@visiontravel.ca

Paola is an excellent agent with careful attention to detail. She will take such very good care of 
you. Call her for all your travel needs. You will love her. 

ITINERARY DETAILS AND PRICING WILL BE AVAILABLE BY DECEMBER 15, 2016

Please contact me with details/pricing re: the above cruise as soon as it is available:
Mail form to Paola Shaw, Vision Travel Solutions, 328 Guelph Street, 
Georgetown, Ontario, L7G 4B5 CANADA

Name: _________________________________________ (please print all)
Address: _______________________________ City: ____________________
State/Province: _________________________ Zip/Postal Code: ____________
Email Address: __________________________Phone:____________________

BARBARA SEAGRAM BRIDGE          bseagram@uniserve.com                                      

TICO# 50018499
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Kibitzer Editorial Policy 

The Kibitzer is published to promote bridge and to inform members of 
ACBL Units 166, 238, 246 and 249 about tournaments and special events, 
as well as to entertain with deals and articles of interest. It is also a forum 
for the exchange of information and opinion among the members. Opinions 
expressed in articles or letters to the Editor are those of the contributors 
and do not necessarily reflect those of the Unit Boards of Directors or the 
Editor. The Kibitzer reserves the right to edit or exclude submitted material.

The Kibitzer Information  

Beginning in 2017 The Kibitzer will be an online magazine so no 
hardcopies will be mailed out to ACBL members. The first issue in 
2017 is scheduled to appear in early Feb.  If your email address is 
registered with the ACBL you will receive an email informing you 

that the Kibitzer is ready for viewing. 

KIBITZER ADVERTISING RATES:
Full Page $275; 1/2 Page $165; 1/4 Page $100; 1/8 Page $60

(All plus HST)

Please send to Andy Stark, andy.kibitzer@gmail.com

KIBITZER ONLINE:  http://unit166.ca

IMPORTANT KIBITZER  DATES:

 Issue: Deadline: Online Posting:
 Spring      Feb. 1         Feb. 10
 Summer   May 1         May 10
 Fall           Aug. 1        Aug. 10
 Winter       Nov. 1        Nov. 10
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BRIDGE AT THE BRIARS
FALL 2017

with BARBARA SEAGRAM & ALEX KORNEL
  OCT 27 – OCT 29, 2017

The BRIARS… JACKSON’S POINT, LAKE SIMCOE
4-star luxury property, 1 hour drive north of Toronto,  

famous for its spa, accommodations & cuisine
$539.00 per person (dbl.occ.) / $669.00 per person (sgl.occ.)
This is a special rate if you sign up and pay by Aug. 15.

After this date add $30.00.
Call Barbara Seagram for further info: H: 416-487-8321; B:416-487-8321

Email: bseagram@uniserve.com    www.barbaraseagram.com

PRICE INCLUDES:      
t 2 nights’ premium accommodation at The Briars
t 2 full breakfasts (Sat & Sun a.m.)
t 3 lunches (Fri, Sat & Sun) 
t 2 full dinners (Fri & Sat eve)
t All taxes & gratuities
t Novice/Intermediate lessons before each game
t 5 sessions of bridge (Bridge is optional...play as little or as much as you wish)
t Bridge Seminar Sat a.m.
t Use of all indoor facilities: pool, Whirlpool, saunas, exercise rooms
t Prizes, Lucky Draws, & Master Points

NOTE: Transportation to The Briars is not included. If you need help with transportation, 
call Barbara well in advance at 416-487-8321 and we will try to arrange a ride.

FUN GUARANTEED! BOOK EARLY - SPACE IS LIMITED
ONLY HAPPY BRIDGE PLAYERS NEED APPLY! NOVICES WELCOME

�—————————————————————————————————
Please book me for the BRIDGE AT THE BRIARS WEEKEND

OCT 27-OCT 29, 2017

Enclose cheques for $100.00 deposit (dated April 15, 2017) & balance by post-
dated cheque dated AUGUST 15, 2017.  

All cheques payable to Barbara Seagram

Name: ____________________________ Tel. No: (____) ________________
Sharing with: ______________________________
Address: _______________________________________ Apt. # __________
City: _______________________________   Postal Code: _______________
Email Address: __________________________________________________

Mail to…Barbara Seagram, 220 Lawrence Ave. East, Toronto, ON M4N 1T2
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Board Of DirectorsUNIT 166
President: Carol Bongard, 328 Manor Road East, Toronto, ON M4S 1S2;  
416-489-9450; carol_bongard@hotmail.com
Vice President and Tournament Chair: David Halasi, 59 Donald Ave, Toronto, 
ON, M6M 1K2; 647-924-6939; halasid@rogers.com
Recorder: Paul Cronin, 3401 Weinbrenner Rd., Apt. 503, Niagara Falls ON
L2G 7K6; 905-295-2822; phm@execulink.com
Treasurer, Awards Chair: Andrew Risman, 714-1121 Steeles Ave. W., Toronto
ON M2R 3W7
CVBA: Steven Norris, 2-33 Reddington Dr, Palgrave, ON L7E 0E4,  
905-880-5942, stspnorris@outlook.com
Kibitzer Liaison, Nominations & Elections Co-Chair: Sharon Berghaus,  
1410-77 St. Clair Ave. E., Toronto, ON M4T 1M5; 416-861-8366;  
s_berghaus@yahoo.com
I/N Coordinator, School Bridge & ACBL District 2 Alternate Director: 
Florence Belford, 550 Laurier Ave., Milton ON L9T 4G8; 905-876-0267;  
fbelford@sympatico.ca
Publicity Chair: David McCrady, 65 Spring Garden Ave., #202, Toronto ON
M2N 6H9; 416-293-1837; davemccr@sympatico.ca
Elections Co-Chair: Wiebe Hoogland, 36 Carmine Cres., St. Catharines ON L2S 3M5
COBA: Chuck Renaud, 56 Flatt Ave., Hamilton ON L8P 4N3; 905-403-8592
NDBA: Chris Loat, 3 Queen Mary Drive, St. Catharines ON L2R 2J3;  
905-685-6939; chrisloat@bellnet
At-Large Board Member:
Michael (Li Zhang) Yang, 11 Zambri Walk, Scarborough ON M1P 1H9; 
647-818-1516; torontoyouthbridge@gmail.com
Lane Byl, 97 3rd Line, Niagara-on-the-Lake ON L0S 1J0; 905-682-2942; 
lanewbyl@bell.net
Other Officials:
Administrative Assistant/Secretary: Debra Kestenberg; 416-782-4911;
deekay2424@gmail.com
Auditor: Gary Westfall, 38 Mallard Cres., Brampton ON L6S 2T6; 905-791-4239; 
gwestfall@rogers.com
Inventory Control: John McWhinnie; 647-794-7894 (H.);  647-639-3935 (M.); 
johnmcwhinnie@bell.net
ACBL District 2 Board of Governors: Jonathan Steinberg, 911-28 Hollywood
Ave., Toronto, ON M2N 6S4; 416-733-9941; jonathan.st911@gmail.com
Membership Chair/Tournament Coordinator/Webmaster: Martin Hunter,
12 Merrydrew Ct., Mississauga, ON L5M 1W7; 905-858-7683;
martinhunter@rogers.com
CBF Zone III Director: Nader Hanna, 53 York Rd., North York ON M2L 1H7; 
416-756-9065; zone3@cbf.ca
ACBL District 2 Director: Paul Janicki, 74 Fincham Ave., Markham ON L3P 
4E1; 905-471-5461; p_janicki@hotmail.com
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The Unit 166 Financial Statements can be found on the Unit’s  
website at: www.unit166.ca

Zero Tolerance Issues
Any Unit 166 tournament Zero Tolerance concerns, or Zero Tolerance 

tournament situations which were not satisfactorily resolved, should be 
reported to ZT@execulink.com

Nominations Please!!
For Unit 166 members only 

Kate Buckman Award
Do you know someone who contributes to others’ enjoyment of the 
game of bridge? Do you know someone who should be honoured 
by the Board of Unit 166? We’re looking for nominations for the 
Kate Buckman Award for 2016. If you don’t nominate someone, 
then we can’t honour them and we really want to celebrate this kind 
of person and the contributions they make to the game of bridge.

Audrey Grant Award
Do you know a bridge teacher who exemplifies the best of the 
profession? Do you know someone who should be feted by the 
Board? Submit the nominations for the Audrey Grant Award for 
2016. Again, if you don’t nominate then we can’t celebrate the 
excellence of this teacher’s skill and dedication.

The Unit 166 Board of Directors should consider                      
___________________________________________________
for the Kate Buckman/Audrey Grant (circle one or both) Award. 
The reason that this person deserves your consideration is:
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Please submit to Andy Risman  
714-1121 Steeles Avenue W, Toronto, Ontario M2R 3W7 

arismanca@rogers.com

Deadline: December 31, 2016
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Ontario Unit No. 166 Nominations  
For Board Of Directors

Five Directors are to be elected to the Board for a term of office of two years 
and nominations are invited for these positions. Nominees must be members of 
Unit 166. The election will be held Wednesday through Saturday at the Toronto 
Regional and at advance polls to be held in the period between the close of 
nominations and the beginning of the Toronto Regional.  Nomination forms must 
be signed by two members and accepted by the nominee, and must be received 
by the Unit 166 Election Coordinator by March 17, 2017. 
The Spring issue of the Kibitzer will publish a picture and short resume (50 words 
or less) for candidates who submit this information, together with their nomination 
form, to the Unit Election Coordinator by January 20, 2017. The schedule and 
locations of the advance polls will be published in the Spring Kibitzer. The voting 
booth will be open at the Toronto Regional for one hour and will close 15 minutes 
prior to game time of each afternoon and evening session on the election days.

Unit 166 Nomination Form
NAME:   

ACBL #:

ADDRESS:

POSTAL CODE:                                     PHONE:

Is hereby nominated as a candidate for the Board of Directors of ACBL Unit 166.

SIGNATURE OF NOMINATOR: 

ACBL #:

SIGNATURE OF SECONDER:

ACBL #:

SIGNATURE OF NOMINEE:

ACBL #:

Please send nominations and resume  
to Election Coordinator: 
Wiebe Hoogland
36 Carmine Crescent
St. Catharines L2S 3M5
or e-mail to wybrenh@cogeco.ca
For information phone (905) 688-0734
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District 2 Website
(Visit www.acbldistrict2.org for details)

• All District 2 tournaments & results
• District 2 business
• NAP/GNT tournament information
• District 2 Director’s page for ACBL news & info
• Graham Warren is the District tournament coordinator - 

gwarren@rogers.com
• Martin Hunter the NAP/GNT coordinator -  

martinhunter@rogers.com 

Board Of DirectorsUNIT 238
President & Director: Alan Young, 906255 Highland Road, RR1, New Liskeard, 
ON, POJ 1PO; 705-563-2996;  
Young_A@xplornet.com
Vice-President, Disciplinary Chair & Director: Millie Wood Colton,  
165 McNaughton Street, Sudbury, ON, P3E 1V4; 705-674-3677;  
milliewoodcolton@gmail.com
Treasurer, Tournament Coordinator & Director: Marc Langevin, 133 Sable 
Crescent, North Bay, ON, P1A 3X6; 705-493-2490; mlangevin@cogeco.ca
Secretary: Russell Walker, PO Box 965 Haileybury ON, P0J 1K0; 705-672-5960; 
haileybury.walkers@hotmail.com
Recorder & Director: John Biondi, 533 Lakeshore Drive, Unit 204, North Bay, 
Ontario, P1A 2E5; 705-478-7781; dymondace1@yahoo.com
Webmaster: Marc Langevin, 133 Sable Crescent, North Bay, ON, P1A 3X6;
705-493-2490
I/N Coordinator & Director: Jean Harris, 1350 Gorman St. North Bay, ON;  
P1B 2Y4; jean.harris@bell.net
I/N Coordinator & Director: Cheryl Mahaffy, 2349 Madison Ave., Sudbury ON 
P3A2P7; jcmahaffy@fibreop.ca 705 560.6742
Director: Claire Page, 277 Balsam Street N, Timmins, ON, P4N 6H2;
705-264-6346; clpage@persona.ca
Director: Michael N Wiebe, 1303 Cardinal Crt Sudbury ON P3A 3C2;  
705-566-6686; Spidey111@hotmail.com
Director: Susan Hemmerling, 186 Walford Rd Sudbury ON P3E 2G9  
705-522-6734; hestia@eastlink.ca
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Unit 246 Items of Interest 
(Visit www.unit246.com for details)

• 1st time members of the ACBL can apply to the Unit 246 Board for a 
$20 rebate for their 2nd year of ACBL membership

• Bridge teachers can list their services on the Unit 246 website free 

Board Of DirectorsUNIT 246
President: Linda Lord, 5930 17th Sideroad RR 1, Schomberg ON L0G 1T0;
905-939-8409; linda@unit246.com
Treasurer: Graham Warren, 760 Lowell Ave., Newmarket ON
L3Y 1T5; 905-898-2185; graham@unit246.com
Secretary: Dale MacKenzie, 18 Tomlin Court, Barrie ON L4N 6H1; 
705-739-3293; dale@unit246.com
Communications Liaison: Evelyn Caroline, 705-725-1389,  
evelyn@unit246.com
Education Coordinator: Marilyn Maher, 5274 Whipoorwill Lane, RR1
Washago ON L0K 2B0; 705-242-4059; marilyn@unit246.com
Regional Chair/Judiciary: Linda Lord, 5930 17th Sideroad RR 1, Schomberg 
ON L0G 1T0; 905-939-8409; linda@unit246.com
Supplies: David Hamer, 329 Hamers Rd., Brooklin ON L1M 2A4; 905-655-1014;
davidh@unit246.com
Tournament Coordinator: Graham Warren, 760 Lowell Ave., Newmarket ON
L3Y 1T5; 905-898-2185; graham@unit246.com
Special Events: Paul Campbell, 27 Sylvia St., Barrie ON L4M 5J2; 
705-734-0287, paul@unit246.com
Members-at-Large:
Ron Haney, Bobcaygeon; 705-738-3100; ron@unit246.com
Irfan Ashraf, irfan@unit246.com
Doug Darnley, 1525 Sandhurst Cres., Pickering ON L1V 6Y5; 416-258-1331; 
doug@unit246.com
Darla Petersen, 607-1400 The Esplanade N., Pickering, ON, L1V 6V2; 
905-683-1673; Darla@unit246.com
Recorder: Paul Thurston, 18 Mount Grove Crescent, Wellington ON K0K 3L0;
tweedguy@gmail.com
Other Officials:
Webmaster/Supplies: Greg Coles, RR#1 Box 276, Victoria Harbour ON L0K
2A0; 705-534-1871; greg@unit246.com
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Notice to All Clubs & Tournament Managers in Units 166, 246 & 249

If you plan to run a tournament, please check with your Unit Coordinator 
to see if the date is free. There is an agreement among the three Units in 
southern Ontario that their tournaments will not compete with one another. 
This does not apply to those clubs which have an historic tournament 
weekend - they are set aside for you.

Graham Warren, District 2 Tournament Coordinator

Board Of DirectorsUNIT 249
President: Tom Ramsay, 65 Bayberry Drive Unit C408, Guelph, Ont,N1G 5K8.  
tandlramsay@yahoo.com.
Vice-President: Susan Edwards, 50 Camberdale Pl., London, ON, N6K 4A1, 
519-657-7449, 1979edwards@gmail.com
Secretary: Lee Easterbrook, 89 Riverview Dr. Unit 1006, Chatham, ON, 
N7M 6A4, 519-355-7837, lee.ellen.easterbrook@gmail.com
Treasurer: Jed Drew, 55 Fairs Cres., Tillsonburg, On., N4G 5W2, 
519-842-8786, jed.drew@gmail.com
Webmaster & Membership Chair Membership Chair: Tom Jolliffe; 18 Cadeau 
Terrace, Unit 10, London, ON N6K 4Z1, 519 639-2206, tom.jolliffe@rogers.com
Education Chair: Hazel Hewitt, Box 2461, 84 Church St. South, St. Marys ON., 
N4X 1A3, 519-284-3482, hazeljhewitt@hotmail.com
Disciplinary Chair: Pat Simpson, 1852 Lakeland Ave, Sarnia, ON N7X 1G3, 
519-542-9469, ptsimpson@cogeco.ca
Tournament Chair: Ted Boyd, 58 St. Andrews St., Cambridge, ON N1S 1M4, 
519-740-9614, boyds@conestoga.net
Jim Brimner, Box 357, Embro, On., N0J 1J0, 519-475-6762, plato@golden.net 
Jennifer Verdam-Woodward, 35536b Huron Road, Goderich, ON N7A 4X8,  
226-927-4176
Other Officials:
Recorder: Dwight Bender, 112-25 Becher St., London, On., N6C 1A4,  
519-645-1894, dwightbender@execulink.com
Auditor: Gary Westfall, 38 Mallard Crescent, Bramalea, ON, L6S 2T6,  
905-791-4239, gwestfall@rogers.com
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World 
Championship 
Deal
By Robert Lebi

Playing on the Canadian Seniors Team 
at the 2016 World Bridge Games in 
Wroclaw, Poland, my partner George 
Mittelman and I had a number of ups 
and downs. Before I get to the hands, 
(for non-Polish speakers) I bet you can’t 
come close to the correct pronunciation 
of “Wroclaw.” Check the end of the 
article for the phonetic answer.

Here’s one of the more interesting hands 
of the tournament. First though, I’d like 
to share the nuances of the bidding. Third 
seat, white against red, I held 

   [ 8 4
   ] A J 6 3
   { A 10 9 2
   } K J 3

George as dealer opened 1}, I 
responded 1] and LHO made a weak 
jump overcall of 2[. Pard now bid 3}, 
showing an intermediate value hand 
with at least six clubs. This inference 
was available since we play the “Good/
Bad 2NT” convention. With a weaker 
distributional hand, he would bid 2NT, 
requesting a 3}bid from me, while 
limiting the hand in terms of HCP. 

I now loved my hand for a club contract, 
so I cue bid 3[, setting up a game-force. 
Over that, partner’s first responsibility 
is to show a spade stopper and he duly 
bid 3NT. I now bid 4}, setting trump 
and initiating a cue bidding investigation 
towards a potential slam.

George next cue bid 4{. In our style, that 
showed first or second round diamond 
control. Similarly, I cue-bid 4], and he 
continued with 4[. As we had controls 
in all the suits and I really wasn’t looking 
for a grand slam, I concluded the auction 
with a bid of 6}. 

To review, the bidding had gone:

George RHO Robert LHO
1}  Pass 1] 2[
3}  Pass 3[ Pass
3NT Pass 4} Pass
4[  Pass 4] Pass
4[  Pass 6} All Pass
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The opening lead was the [K. What’s 
your plan? 

   [ 8 4
   ] A J 6 3
   { A 10 9 2
   } K J 3

   [ A 10
   ] 5
   { K 6 5
   } A Q 10 8 6 5 2

The lead has exposed a spade loser, and 
there is another likely loser in diamonds. 
Without a spade lead, Declarer could 
work on the diamonds, hoping to set 
up 3 tricks to pitch the losing spade, 
but those nasty opponents have set up 
their spade at trick one. How can you 
get around this?

Perhaps if someone started with KQx 
of hearts the ]J would set up. Thus, you 
win the opening lead with the [A and 
immediately lead a heart to the Ace and 
ruff a heart in hand. When neither the 
king nor the queen show up on this trick, 
you know the jack will not set up. 

What’s the next chance? The hearts can 
still be eliminated from the opposing 
hands. Continue with a club to dummy 
and ruff another heart. Both opponents 
playing low spots. Next, another club 
to dummy, pulling the last trump, as 
the pre-emptor shows out. Ruff the 
last heart observing both opponents 
following, RHO with the ]Q, and LHO 
with the ]K. 

These cards remain:

   [ 8
   ] ---
   { A 10 9 2
   } 3

   [ 10
   ] ---
   { K 6 5
   } A 2 
 It seems like there is still a spade and a 
diamond to lose. 

Time to stop and count. RHO jumped in 
spades, vulnerable, so must have at least 
6 of them. He somewhat surprisingly 
followed 4 times in hearts. He showed 
out on the second round of clubs. Thus 
he has 6421 or 7411. There are no other 
possibilities. Note he has at most two 
diamonds. 

There are now three lines of play worth 
considering, depending on what you 
make of the spade situation. 

1) You can play the king of diamonds, and 
if an honour drops from RHO, finesse 
LHO for the other one (the rule of 
restricted choice). This succeeds on the 
7411 hand with a singleton diamond 
honour, but loses to 6421 with {QJ 
doubleton. If no diamond honour falls, 
revert to line (3) below.

2) Without touching diamonds, you can 
exit with a spade. Whoever wins the 
trick will have to break the diamond suit. 
The standard play in this situation is to 
assume split diamond honours. However, 
if RHO (most likely) wins it, you are still 
down when LHO has both diamond 
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honors. No matter who wins it, you will 
have to make a successful guess.  

3) You can play off the {A and {K. RHO 
will now be void, as we have already 
accounted for at least 11 of his cards. 
This line depends on who will win the 
spade. LHO will win if he started with 
[KQ or [KJ. But RHO jumped to 2[, 
red versus white. If he is missing one of 
those top cards, he has at most J9xxxxx 
or Q9xxxxx. Would he have made a 
weak jump overcall at that vulnerability 
with such a weak suit? (Especially in an 
IMP team game?)

In conclusion, if you read the lead to be 
from [Kx and the jump overcaller to 
have started with [QJxxxxx, you will 
choose (3), which was the winning line 
at the table. RHO must win the spade 
(otherwise your 10 holds) and must 
concede a ruff-sluff allowing the diamond 
loser to go away. This also wins if RHO 
had only six to the QJ with LHO having 
led the [K from Kxx (and not raised 
partner). Unlikely, but possible.

The opponent at the other table, faced 
with the same opening lead did not find 
this line and gracefully went down one. 

The complete deal was.

    [ 8 4
    ] A J 6 3
    { A 10 9 2
    } K J 3
[ K 2   [ Q J 9 7 6 5 3
] K 9 7 4   ] Q 10 8 3
{ Q J 7 4   { 8
} 7 4   } 9
    [ A 10
    ] 5
    { K 6 5
    } A Q 10 8 6 5 2 

As promised, Wroclaw is pronounced 
“Vrotzwoff”; not immediately obvious.

PS. If you think the contract would 
have been defeated with the lead of a 
miraculous small spade from Kx, that 
could have been handled by a counter 
measure by declarer. But that’s for 
another article.

Ray & Gail Jotcham, c. 1973 
(photo: Ontario Kibitzer)

Gail & Ray Jotcham. 
Ray won the 2004 
CNTC, 2nd 1964 
Spingold, and just 
surpassed 10K to become 
a Grand Life Master

Photos courtesy of Jonathan Steinberg
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In July, Maria and I went to the Washington 
Nationals. I was playing in the GNTs and 
Maria came along to kibitz. However, my 
GNT team didn’t get to the second day, 
and then I only lasted two days in the Life 
Master Pairs, so I played with Maria for 
the last few days of our sojourn in D.C. 
Washington is a beautiful city; we visited 
all the tourist spots, including the White 
House and the Washington Monument, 
and the food was excellent.

Anyway, back to the bridge. Maria 
excelled at the bridge table. We won 
the Flight B (under 12,000 MPS) in the 
International Fund Swiss Teams, and 
won Flight A of the A/X Roth IRA Swiss 
Teams. Maria said I must acknowledge 
that Doug Andrews and Colin Lafferty 
played brilliantly as our teammates in 
these events, and we could never have 
won without them. The following deals 
are some examples of Maria’s prowess 
at the table.

THE THROW IN (OR 
THROWAWAY)

The throw in, aka ‘endplay’ is a bridge 
coup that every bridge player longs 
to master, and celebrates when he or 

she is able to pull it off. I hadn’t taught 
Maria the endplay yet, because I wasn’t 
sure she was ready for it, until this deal 
came along.

Dlr:  North
Vul:  NS

    [ A 8 7 4 2
    ] Q 10 8 5 4
    { A Q 8
    } —

 [ Q 5   [ J 10 9 6
 ] —   ] J 9 7 6
 { K J 9 3 2  { 10 6 4
 } A K 10 9 8 2 } Q 4
 
    [ K 3
    ] A K 3 2
    { 7 5
    } J 7 6 5 3

North East South West 
(DD)  (Maria)
1[ Pass 2] 2NT
6] All Pass

I know—6 Hearts is overly aggressive, 
but sometimes I get carried away and 

Maria Goes To 
Washington 
By David Deaves
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once I bid it, I couldn’t take it back. As 
the club ace hit the table, Maria looked 
distraught and said, “Why six?”  

“You know I have trouble making 12 
tricks as declarer and anyway, I pulled 
the wrong bidding card; I meant to bid 
2 Clubs.”  

Our opponents silently smiled at each 
other as I slumped in my seat and 
mumbled, “Don’t worry, it’s only a game.” 
Anyway, she ruffed the club ace, and led 
a heart to the king. When West showed 
out, she gave me the death look. Next 
came the spade king, the spade ace and 
a spade ruff in her hand. Then a diamond 
to the queen, the diamond ace and a 
diamond ruff in her hand.  Next, club 
ruff and spade ruff with the heart ace, 
leaving this position:

    [ 8
    ] Q 10

  immaterial  ] J 9 7

     } J 7 6

Maria led the club 6, looked at me and 
said, “Throw away the spade; it’s your 
fault anyway.” East folded his cards, and 
said, “Well played.”  Maria wasn’t sure 
what had happened, so I made a mental 
note to teach her about endplays when 
we got home.

THE HESITATION
Dlr: West
Vul: Both
    [ 10 3
    ] A K Q 7 6 5 4
    { 5 3
    } K 5
[ Q 9 8 7 6   [ K 5 4
] 3 2   ] 10 9 8
{ A 7 6   { K 8 4 2
} A Q 3   } 8 6 4
    [ A J 2
    ] J
    { Q J 10 9
    } J 10 9 7 2

West North East South

 (Maria)  (DD)
1[ Dbl. 2[          3}
Pass 3]* Pass 3NT 
Director! All pass

At this stage in the auction Maria paused 
for contemplation. When we double a 
major, we like to have at least 4 cards 
in the other major (my style). So, Maria 
knew I would go out of my way to bid 
hearts before clubs. By the time she bid 3 
Hearts, there had been a break in tempo 
and West screamed for the director in 
order to protect his rights. The director 
listened and said to continue with the 
hand. After East passed I bid 3 Notrump, 
and that ended the auction.  

On the spade lead, East played the king 
and I won the ace and returned the 
2 to dummy’s 10. You can see 3NT is 
unbeatable. I could not go down. Actually, 
I made 4 when they won the spade and 
played on diamonds. After returning to 
the table the director said, “I don’t see 
any concern” and looked at West, who Dwight Bender, London Regional Chair
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nodded agreement. Maria commented 
she was used to having the director 
called because last year she kept making 
insufficient bids until she learned the 
ranking of the suits. Like Queen Victoria, 
West was not amused. At the other table 
4 Hearts went down. After the match I 
asked what she was thinking about.  She 
said she knew we had to be in game 
after I bid 3 Clubs, but she didn’t want 
to rule out 3NT by bidding 4 Hearts. It 
just took some thought before she bid 3 
Hearts. She decided that bid would show 
“fantastic” hearts, and would leave the 
final decision to me.

THE PRO

This deal occurred against two female 
international stars from Denmark and 
Sweden. They would finish second in the 
A/X Swiss event so it was our toughest 
match.

Dlr:  North
Vul:  NS

    [ 3
    ] Q J 10 5
    { K 9 8 7
    } J 9 5 4

 [ 10 2   [ K J 9 8 7
 ] 9 8 6 4 2  ] A 7 3
 { 2   { Q
 } Q 10 8 3 2 } A K 7 6
 
    [ A Q 6 5 4
    ] K
    { A J 10 6 5 4 3
    } —

South West North East 
(DD)  (Maria)
1{ Pass 1] 1[
3{ Pass 5{ Pass
6{ Pass Pass Dbl.
All pass

I totally trusted Maria to have four trumps 
to the king or any four trumps with the 
heart ace; otherwise, I was sure she would 
have only bid 4 Diamonds, so my raise to 
six was not difficult. This is a classic example 
of my theory: Knowing your partner’s bidding 
style is far better than having an arsenal of 
conventions on your card. 

When I ruffed the opening lead East thought 
I was teasing her and said, “No! Seriously?” 
I said, “Yes. Sorry,” and quickly claimed after 
one round of trumps. She looked at Maria 
and said, “You’re killing us.” This was our 
third consecutive obvious positive swing of 
the match. I thought to myself, What about 
me? Am I chopped liver? But I said nothing.

After the match, and after Maria (our captain) 
confirmed the result and returned to our 
home table, she told me they asked her if 
I was her client. I said, “Yeah, sure!” Later, 
when the notation 1st was placed by her 
name on the wall I saw her taking a picture 
with her iphone and emailing the standings. I 
asked what she was doing. She said she was 
emailing the scoreboard to Ina (Demme) and 
Andy (Stark). Sorry she bothered you guys.

Later when Doug Andrews said we 
should go for celebratory drinks at the 
bar, Maria saw the two ladies again. I don’t 
believe her, but she claims they asked her 
if she was going to play in Poland at the 
World Championships in the fall.

Woe is me!
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And Now  
It Can Be Told 
By David Colbert

I have been playing bridge for a long 
time and years ago we ranged—that 
means we drove our car—far and 
wide to find a tournament. I have two 
long-buried bridge stories, (spectacular 
failures actually), and as time goes by, the 
details of which have remained etched 
in my mind.

     It was the late eighties. I motored with 
Mike Cafferata and George Mittelman to 
Thunder Bay to play some team events 
with Mike Passel and his rich client. The 
client was very nice, an American rice 
farmer. He was paying Passel a lot, we 
were sure, and a reasonable wage to 
George. As for us, we were quite happy 
to not have to dig up an entry fee to play. 
The arrangement was that I play with 
George the first half while Mike Passel 
played with the client. In the second half, 
Mike and I were thrilled to have George 
and Mike P. as teammates...a step up from 
our usual!

   In the final Sunday Swiss we entered 
the last round with a slight lead. This was 
a big deal to Mike C. and me. We had 
rarely, if ever, won a regional event, and 
we were all in for some kind of bonus if 
we were to win. Swallow that adrenalin 

and focus. Mike and I were doing 
reasonably well in a tight match; the 
boards were fairly flat and we had beaten 
a 4[ contract on an 8-card fit with 3NT 
cold. Then the last hand came up. Mike 
opened 1 Spade and I had a balanced 
16-count, with Qx of spades. I jumped 
to 3NT. Mistake. I made a bid we hadn’t 
discussed follow-ups to. Mike then bid 
4} which he intended as Gerber. I took 
it as natural and cuebid 4].  He “signed 
off” in 4NT.  I took this as a slam try and 
jumped to 6 clubs. Well, Mike knew from 
his 2-card club holding that we were in 
the wrong spot, as my original 3NT bid 
showed a balanced hand. But he was too 
rattled to pull it to 6[ or 6NT, both of 
which were cold. After a few seconds of 
frowning and leaning back he passed 6}. 

Mike held six spades to the king and the 
Ax was in front of my Qx. So he could 
have won the lead, led a spade to the 
queen and ducked a spade coming back.
Thank you very much. Instead we played 
6} down 2.  At the other table they 
played the hand in 3NT and made 6. On 
the 4[ hand that we had beaten, George 
and Mike bid and made 3NT (wow!), 
so all we had to do was push the final 
board to enter the world of champions 
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and boost our stock. Nope, we lost the 
event by 1 imp and immediately headed 
to the car to drive home. From Thunder 
Bay to Toronto. All night and much of 
the next day. That hand and its memory 
occupied the 4th seat in the car like a 
screaming child.

   Have you ever made the best play of 
your life and the worst play of your life 
on the same trick? Seriously, that may 
sound impossible but watch this. I was 
playing with Jim Reigle whom I had never 
played with, in a regional pair event in 
Boston. It was early in my bridge life and 
we were trying really hard, as young guys 
tend to do. In this particular event we 
were doing fairly well so intensity levels 
were racked up accordingly. Late in the 
second set we were doing fairly well 
when we overbid to 6NT. I was declarer 
and could see when dummy came down 
that it had no play. The diamond holding 
was AT8654 in dummy and I had K2 in 
my hand. I won the opening lead and 
made the best play I had ever made. I 
led the { 2. The gentleman on my left 
played the 7 and I called for...the 8 from 
dummy.  Why? I don’t know. I just thought 
“that was silly thinking you could get 
six diamond tricks. Don’t give them an 
extra trick.” Or something like that. Well 
the woman on my right won her 9. She 
had started with 93. The man had held 
QJ7 and didn’t split. I would have won 
6 diamond tricks and made 6NT. A cold 
top. If I had “unblocked” and played the 
king first, I could never take more than 
5 tricks, as lefty would be forced to split 
his honors. That cost us exactly one full 
board and an overall placing. I don’t think 
I ever played with poor Jim again. He was 
a great sport, just laughed and moved on. 
I wasn’t so amused at myself. It hurts too 

much to repeat this true story. Please 
don’t remind me of it if you see me. I 
have never seen that suit combination 
since. But when I do, if you’re my LHO, 
be sure to split your honours because 
I’m calling for the 10. 

ABTA TORONTO  
JULY 18–21, 2017 

Calling all 
Teachers!

COME TO TORONTO  

Meet other bridge teachers from 
all over North America! Join us 
for all kinds of entertainment 
excursions including a trip to 
the Ed Mirvish Theatre to see 
‘Beautiful,’ the story of Carole 

King’s rise to stardom. 

For more information please 
contact Barbara Seagram at  
bseagram@uniserve.com
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And Now  
It Can Be Told,  
Part II

In a previous lifetime I used to play a 
lot. But then I took a few years off and 
the rot set in. One day I went out to 
the local club to play with a student. 
Our opponent, who shall not be named, 
mostly because I don’t know her name, 
but even if I did know her name, she 
should not be named, got to 6] with 
her partner by using Gerber in a non-
Gerber situation, thus illustrating why 
one should not ask for aces with a void.

   [ K 8 6 4
   ] 2
   { K 10 7 5
   } A Q 8 6

   [ Q 7 5
   ] A K J 10 7 6 3
   { J 4 2
   } —

Down one off the top, yes? But watch 
this: On the club lead (1st stroke of 
luck), the Woman Who Shall Not Be 
Named finessed the queen, which held 
(2nd stroke of luck) to pitch a diamond 
from her hand, and then cashed the club 
ace to pitch another. On the club ace 
my partner, thinking declarer’s diamond 
pitch was the led suit, “followed” with 

the ace of diamonds. Yikes--a penalty 
card! (3rd s. of l.) 

The Director was called, and told us, 
“Blah blah blah.’ You know the rest. 
So declarer played a heart to her ace, 
cashed the trump king, dropping the 
offside queen (4th), then cashed the 
heart jack forcing my partner to pitch 
the diamond ace. WWSNBN played 
the diamond jack up to the king, ruffed 
a diamond to hand, (me, unsure of the 
diamond count, playing the queen, thus 
setting up the ten in dummy—5th), then 
a couple of trumps, and the spade queen 
from her hand. Rusty ol’ me lost the plot 
entirely and took the ace (6th and final 
stroke of luck), thus the losing spade 
went on the diamond ten. 

Minus 1430 and an inter-galaxy, outer-
galaxy, bottom of the bottomest board of 
all time for your heroes. The worst part 
of all was having to listen to WWSNBN 
tell the table afterwards how she 
strategized making the contract on the 
penalty card. 

“I have to write this up…someday,” 
thought I.
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Vince Oddy Bridge Supplies

42 Stemmle Drive, Aurora ON L4G 6N4
1-800-463-9815 or 905-727-2300 Fax 905-726-1504

www.vinceoddy.com     bridge@vinceoddy.com

New Books
The Abbot, The Parrot & the Bermuda Bowl by David Bird – $24.95

Defending At Bridge – A First Course by Bill Treble – $19.95
If I Only Had A Heart – Bridge Over The Rainbow  

by Alex Adamson & Harry Smith – $23.95
Should I Or Shouldn’t I? Drawing Trumps At Bridge  

by Marc Smith – $23.95

Six Steps To Winning Declarer Play by Jay Apfelbaum – $21.95

2017 Daily Bridge Calendar by Andrew Robson – $22.95

Kibitzer Special
Canada’s Bridge Warriors by Roy Hughes – $25.95

The Best Of Edgar Kaplan by Bridge World – HC – $31.95

Pick any 1 for $10 or get both for $15

Check out our website  
for acomplete list of  
available products



The Kibitzer - Fall/Winter 2016 - Page 22

Kitchen Bridge 
By David Cohen

I made my way over to the Ingrate pub 
for the fourth time today to get a late 
night snack before heading home. The 
place was filled with all sorts of bridge 
players from the Scumbank Bridge Club. 
It was especially busy tonight because we 
held our monthly Swiss Teams event, and 
it attracts all the expert players. I was 
lucky to find my usual table was available, 
and I ran over to secure it. I ordered the 
baked chicken wings. The Chef has his 
own way of making the wings so they 
are healthier than the fried ones.

The recipe for Baked Chicken Wings 
(serves 4):

Place 1.5lbs of wings (per person) into 
a large Ziploc bag and cover with cold 
water. Add no-salt, peppercorns, sugar 
substitute and chilies to the water and 
mix well. Leave to brine for several 
hours (or overnight). In a soup pot, bring 
chicken stock & chilies to a boil. Lower 
to a simmer and using a steamer basket, 
steam the wings for 10 minutes.  Remove 
and pat the wings dry. Marinate the 
wings in your favourite BBQ sauce for 
a couple of hours in the fridge. Preheat 
the oven to 425 and place the wings 
on a rack over a baking sheet. Cook on 

both sides for 20 minutes till they darken.  
Just before serving, coat the wings with 
a little more sauce and place under the 
broiler for 5 minutes per side to finish.

I could not remember The Chef being 
so upset before. He was playing with 
his usual partner, Larches, who was 
more affectionately known as Luck to 
his friends. The opponents were Doc 
(West) and Stretch (East). The pair have 
been playing together longer than most 
bridge players have been alive.  

The story I heard was that Doc psych’d 
1NT with a 3-count, and Luck, with his 
flat 19-count, froze, and didn’t know 
what to bid, so he passed. Then Stretch 
bid 3}, showing 5-5 in the minors and 
a weak hand. Chef looked at his flat 
16-count, shrugged his shoulders and 
passed, so did Doc and Luck to end the 
auction. Stretch took 1 trick, but down 
8, undoubled, was a huge swing as Chef 
was cold for 6NT.

Trying to suppress his grin, Doc pulled 
out his cards for the next board and 
opened 1}. Vul vs Vul, Luck bid 3{ 
preemptively, and Stretch continued 
with 3[.  
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Chef held:
   [ 2 
   ]A K Q 9 7 5 
   { A 5 3 2 
   } 8 6 

He started with a straightforward 4] bid. 
Doc continued on with 4[. Luck found 
a 5] bid, and Stretch continued with 5[. 
Here is the bidding so far:

The Chef Doc Luck Stretch
   1} 3{ 3[
4]  4[ 5] 5[

Chef thought for a few seconds. The 
opponents must be cold for 6[. One 
of them must be void in diamonds, and 
there may be a void in hearts too. Chef 
awoke from his trance and pulled the 7� 
card out of the bidding box and placed it 
on the table. He then turned to Doc on 
his left, and stared at him. If stares could 
talk, the G-rated version of this one was 
saying “Deal with that.”

Now it was Doc’s turn to tank. Took him 
about 5 minutes, but he finally doubled, 
which ended the auction.

 The Chef Doc Luck Stretch
   1} 3{ 3[
4]  4[ 5] 5[
7]   Dbl All Pass 

Doc tabled the ace of clubs, and The 
Chef smiled when the dummy came 
down. Took him about a half a second 
to claim +2470.  

The full deal:

    Luck
    [ 9 8
    ] J 4 3 2
    { K Q J 10 8 7 6 
    } ---
 Doc    Stretch
 [ K Q 10 4 3  [A J 7 6 5
 ] 9    ] 10 5
 { 4    { 9
 } A K 9 7 5 3  } Q J 10 4 2
    The Chef
    [ 2
    ] A K Q 9 7 5
    { A 5 3 2
    } 8 6
 
Doc and Chef exchanged some glances 
as they pulled out the next hand, feeling 
that the match had evened out.  

There was a director call across the 
room, and when I came back, I saw this 
5-card ending, with Doc, South, at the 
helm of a 4] contract. He already had 7 
tricks home and was in hand with these 
cards left:
    Stretch
    [ Q
    ] ---
    { A Q 10 2
    } –
  Luck    The Chef
  [ 10 7    [ K 2
  ] ---    ] ---
  { 8 4    { K 7 2
  } 10    } ---
    Doc
    [ ---
    ] 9
    { J 6
    } 5 4    



The Kibitzer - Fall/Winter 2016 - Page 24

Doc led the diamond jack from hand, 
which was ducked in tempo all around. 
It was possible that Luck held all the key 
cards now, so getting greedy, Doc tried 
to put the screws to him and played 
off his last trump. Luck pitched a spade, 
as did the dummy, and The Chef, again 
in tempo, pitched another diamond to 
bare the K. Doc now took the ‘known’ 
diamond finesse again, and was already 
calling for the ace of diamonds when his 
smile turned to horror as the Chef not 

only won the diamond king, but then 
proceeded to cash the winning spade 
king and set the contract with the lowly 
spade two.

My chicken wings arrived, and as I wiped 
the sauce from my cheek after the first 
bite, I could hear Stretch giving Doc 
a lecture on the finer points of Swiss 
Teams. I couldn’t help but notice a 
chipper whistling flowing into the pub 
from the kitchen.

Test Your CSTC 
Play – Part II
By John Carruthers

These problems all arose at the 2016 
Canadian Senior Team Championship 
this May in Toronto. Can you equal or 
better the old fogies?

Defence:

3. You are West on the following deal.

Board 1. Dealer North. Neither Vul.
   [ K 10 5 2
   ] K Q J 8 4
   { K 2
   } 6 2
 [ —
 ] 7 6
 { 10 9 7 4
 } A K Q 10 9 8 7

West North East South
(You) (Dummy) (Partner) (Declarer)
—  1] Pass 1[
4}  Pass Pass Double
Pass 4[ Pass Pass
Pass

You lead two high clubs. Partner follows 
to the first, but discards the three of 
diamonds (upside-down count and 
attitude) on the second. You continue 
with … ?

4. This time you are East and it’s more 
complicated.
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Board 27. Dealer South. Neither Vul.
   [ 9 8 6
   ] K 10 4 3
   { 5 3
   } 10 6 5 3
     [ K Q 7
     ] J 9 7 5 2
     { 10 8
     } Q J 8

West North East South
(You) (Dummy) (Partner) (Declarer)
3{  Pass Pass 3NT
Pass Pass Pass

Your partner leads the king of diamonds, 
which holds the trick, and continues with 
the queen of diamonds. Declarer wins with 
the ace and plays out the ace, king and nine 
of clubs to your queen, partner following 
to all three rounds of the suit. Responding 
to partner’s queen of diamonds as a suit-
preference indicator, you shift to the seven 
of spades. Declarer wins with the ace (jack 
from partner) and leads a heart: six, queen, 
king, two. When declarer cashes dummy’s 
ten of clubs, you release a heart, declarer a 
surprise diamond and partner a diamond. 
When declarer plays a spade from the 
dummy, you win with the queen and … ?

ANSWERS:

3.   [ K 10 5 2
   ] K Q J 8 4
   { K 2
   } 6 2
 [ —   [ Q 9 6 3
 ] 7 6   ] 10 5 3 2
 { 10 9 7 4   { A Q 8 3
 } A K Q 10 9 8 7 } 4
   [ A J 8 7 4
   ] A 9
   { J 6 5
   } J 5 3

At one table in a match we played, our 
teammate shifted to a diamond and 
declarer was down at trick four. Against 
me, the defender played a third high 
club. I ruffed with the king, but could not 
pick up trumps and discard my diamond 
losers. Had I held the ace-queen-jack to 
five spades I’d have made an overtrick.

The principle is that partner went out 
of his way to encourage a diamond shift. 
With a promotable trump trick and just 
the ace of diamonds, he’d have discarded 
a heart or a nondescript diamond.
 
4.   [ 9 8 6
   ] K 10 4 3
   { 5 3
   } 10 6 5 3
 [ J 10 2   [ K Q 7
 ] Q   ] J 9 7 5 2
 { K Q J 6 4 2 { 10 8
 } 7 4 2   } Q J 8
   [ A 5 4 3
   ] A 8 6
   { A 9 7
   } A K 9

The play has gone: diamond king, diamond to 
the ace, three rounds of clubs, spade to the 
ace, heart to the king, ten of clubs, spade …

   [ 9
   ] 10 4 3
   { —
   } —
 [ 10   [ K
 ] —   ] J 9 7
 { 6 4   { —
 } —   } —
   [ 5 4
   ] A 8
   { 
   } —
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You can’t get this one wrong with only 
four tricks to go, can you? All you have 
to do is picture what will happen if you 
return a low heart, with or without 
taking the king of spades. Declarer will 
duck it (he has a complete count on 
your partner’s hand after all – spades 
must be 3-3 on the defence so far) and 
either come to the ace of hearts for the 
thirteenth spade or set up the thirteenth 
spade, then you can lead to the ace of 
hearts for him.

So … exit with the jack of hearts. 
Declarer wins with the ace and plays 
a spade. You win with the king and exit 
with the nine of hearts, pinning the eight. 
Your seven of hearts takes the setting 
trick. 

You defend so beautifully.

Opening Lead:

You are South in both of the following 
problems.

5. Board 5. Dealer North. NS Vul.

   [ A J 10 6 5
   ] 6 4
   { K 7
   } Q 10 8 2

West North East South
 (Partner)  (You)
—  Pass Pass 1[
Double Pass 2} Pass
2]  Pass 2NT Pass
3NT Double Pass Pass
Pass

What do you lead?

6. Board 55. Dealer North. EW Vul.

   [ 6
   ] A 10 9 6 5 4
   { Q J 9 7
   } 10 7

West North East South
 (Partner)  (You)
—  Pass 1} 3]
Double 5} 5] Pass
6}  Pass Pass Pass

Your lead?

ANSWERS:

5. While an out-of-the-blue double of 
three notrump might classically say, 
“Lead your suit,” it cannot have that 
meaning in this context. Partner did not 
raise spades or redouble one spade, so 
what spades could he possibly hold to 
double three notrump? He cannot hold 
three spades in a decent hand, otherwise 
he’d have raised you. Look at the full deal.

   [ 7 4
   ] K J 9 5
   { 10 9 6 3
   } 7 5 4
 [ Q 8 2   [ K 9 3
 ] A Q 10 7 3 ] 8 2
 { A Q 5   { J 8 4 2
 } A 3   } K J 9 6
   [ A J 10 6 5
   ] 6 4
   { K 7
   } Q 10 8 2

The opponents have reached three 
notrump from the right side (three 
down on a spade lead at the other table, 
declared by West). With a stack of hearts 
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behind dummy, partner has attempted to 
warn you off a spade lead and provide 
you with a safe alternative. At the table, 
the message was not received and South 
led a low spade. Declarer won in hand 
with the nine, finessed the queen of 
diamonds and cashed the ace, dropping 
the king. The ace of clubs and a club to 
the jack lost to South’s queen.

Belatedly, South shifted to a heart. 
Declarer ducked in the dummy. North 
won with his nine and played his second 
spade. South won with the ace of 
spades and completed an embarrassing 
performance by clearing the spades. 
Declarer won with his king of spades, 
cashed the king of clubs and the jack of 
diamonds, then endplayed North with 
the ten of diamonds. Dummy’s ace-queen 
of hearts took the last two tricks for 
plus 550.

6. The crux of the matter is partner’s 
five-club bid. Two things seem certain: 
partner has four or five hearts and East 
has none. East could not afford to bid five 
hearts with a loser in the suit, could he? 
So, he must have a big two-suiter and, 
with your diamond holding, his other 
suit must be spades. A spade lead might 
then pickle partner’s holding in the suit. 
But could partner have been trying to 
tell you he has the ace of clubs and to 
lead a singleton club if East declares six 
spades? It seems clear when you think of 
it, doesn’t it? So the solution, when they 
reach six clubs, is to lead your singleton 
spade. Partner will then win his ace of 
clubs and give you a spade ruff! See …

   [ J 9 4
   ] Q 8 7 3
   { 8 6 5 2
   } A J
 [ 8 7 5 2   [ A K Q 10 3
 ] K J 2   ] —
 { A 10 3   { K 4
 } 9 6 5   } K Q 8 4 3 2
   [ 6
   ] A 10 9 6 5 4
   { Q J 9 7
   } 10 7

At the other table, they reached the 
impregnable (with clubs 2-2) six spades. 
Here, though, your partner’s brilliant bid 
gave you a chance to pick up 17 IMPs. 
Did you? You still win 2 IMPs on any 
other lead, but incur partner’s (justified) 
annoyance.

Bob Hamman won another World Bridge 
Championship in 2016, this time the Senior Teams

Photo courtesy of JS
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Barry Onslow & Mary Howe (former London Regional Chair)

Martin Hunter & Danielle Gosselin

Linda Wynston & Sondra Schubiner won the Wednesday Swiss Teams
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Steve Goldin, Joan & Tony Viidik, Andy Risman won the Saturday Strati-
fied Swiss

Sylviane Hyvrier, Marie Duval, Yves Decelles & Denise Leclerc won the 

Fri/Sat KO (2)

Adrian Record, Colin Harrington, Diane Bourdeau & David Baker won the Fri/Sat KO (1)

Photos courtesy of Jonathan Steinberg
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DISTRICT 2 FINALS
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2016
WIN GOLD & RED POINTS!
Compete to represent District 2 in the North American Final, to be held at the 
NABC in Kansas City, MO - March 2017

Awards for each flight are:

First:  $700 per player ( ACBL )
Second:  $300 per player ( ACBL ) + top-up from District 2
Third:  Free entry to Kansas City NAP Final
Fourth:  Free entry to Kansas City NAP Final ( Flts B & C only )
 
Flight A ( Open ) Flight B ( 0 – 2500 MP ) Flight C ( NLM, <500 MP )

PLAYING SITES: This is a Multi-site District Final

Unit 166 All Flights:  Hazel’s Bridge Club,  www.hazelsbridge.com 11:00 am & TBA 
Unit 249 Flights B & C:  Tillsonburg Seniors Centre   45 Hardy Ave. 11:00 am & TBA
Unit 181 Bridge Manitoba   1460 Chevrier Blvd Winnipeg 

To be eligible for the District Final, players must have a club level 
qualification and be ACBL Members in good standing 

3	There are no Unit finals.
3	New partnerships may be formed at the District Level, but not the National Level
3	Players must pre-register with a Unit Co-ordinator to play in the NAP District Final 
3	A minimum of 5 tables are required to run a Flight
 Please verify with your Unit Co-ordinator that the required number of pairs are  
 registered 

Contact Information:
Unit 166:   Martin Hunter martinhunter@rogers.com    905-858-7683
Unit 249:   Jed Drew   jed.drew@gmail.com  519-842-8786
Unit 181:   Ray Hornby rayhorn@shaw.ca  204-224-1923
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City of Toronto Sectional
January 6-8, 2017

Holiday Inn Yorkdale—Free Parking!!
3450 Dufferin Street, Toronto, ON  M6A 2V1 416-789-5161

Friday, January 6
Stratified Open Pairs (single sessions) 1:00 pm & 7:00 pm
Knockout Teams (continues on Saturday) 7:00 pm
0 – 500(non LM), 0-100 Pairs 1:00 pm & 7:00 pm

Saturday, January 7
(Single Session entries welcome)

Unit 166 Annual General Meeting 3:00 pm 
Knockout Teams (Cont. from Fri) 11:00 am & 4:00 pm
Flight A/X Pairs 11:00 am & 4:00 pm
Flight B/C/D Pairs 11:00 am & 4:00 pm
0 – 500(non LM), 0-100 Pairs 11:00 am & 4:00 pm

Sunday, January 8
Flight A/X Swiss Teams (2 sessions) 11:00 am & TBA  
Flight B/C/D Swiss Teams (2 sessions) 11:00 am & TBA  
0 – 500 (non-LM) Swiss Teams (2 sessions)  11:00 am & TBA

All Unit 166 Tournaments Are Zero Tolerance Tournaments. Please Let  
The Directing Staff Know If Someone Negatively Affects Your Enjoyment  

At This Tournament.

Flights: (Flight is determined by highest masterpoint holding; strat within flight by 
average masterpoint holding.)

Friday: A=2500+, B= 1000-2500, C = 0-1000
Saturday: A=3000+, X= 0-3000, B=1500-3000, C= 750-1500, D=0-750
Sunday: A= 3000+, X= 0-3000; B= 1500-3000, C= 750-1500, D=0-750

Sectional Session Fees: ACBL Members $14.00; 0-100 events $10.00; 
Surcharge of $3.00 for non current ACBL members

Tournament Chair: David Halasi, halasid@rogers.com, 647-924-6939

Partnership Chair: Wayne Ruttan,
wayne.ruttan063@sympatico.ca, 647-284-8887

Note: 0-500 and below will be stratified at DIC’s discretion.
Bracketed knockouts may be handicapped at DIC’s discretion.
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FRIDAY, FEB. 10, 2017
(All Single Sessions Today)

Open Pairs (500/2000/unlim)................1:00
299er Pairs (100/200/300) .....................1:00
49er Pairs (5/20/50) ...............................1:00
Open Pairs (500/2000/unlim) ...............7:00
299er Pairs (100/200/300) ....................7:00
49er Pairs (5/20/50) ...............................7:00
Friendly Fred Swiss Teams ..................7:00

SATURDAY, FEB. 11, 2017
Handicapped KO .........9:00am, 1:00 & 7:00
299er Pairs (100/200/300) - 1 session ...1:00
49er Pairs (5/20/50) - 1 session .............1:00
Flight A/X Pairs (3000/unlim) .....1:00 & 7:00
Stratified B/C/D Pairs.................1:00 & 7:00
(500/1000/2000)
299er Pairs (100/200/300) - 1 session ...7:00
49er Pairs (5/20/50) - 1 session .............7:00

SUNDAY, FEB. 12, 2017
299er Swiss Teams ........................ 10:30 am 
(50/150/300)
Flight A/X Swiss Teams .................10:30 am
(3000/unlim)
B/C/D Swiss Teams ......................10:30 am
(500/1000/2000)

* 7 Rounds of 7 Boards
* 30 minute break after 3rd or 4th round

* Free Parking
* Daily Door Prizes

* Overall, & Section Top Prizes
* Session Fees Only $13

* Stratification for all events by Pair/
Team average

KO events may be handicapped
DIRECTIONS: Take the QEW  

to St. Catharines.
Exit south at Exit 47 Ontario St.

HOLIDAY INN  & SUITES, 
PARKWAY CONFERENCE 

CENTRE
327 Ontario St., St. Catharines
Reservations: 905-688-2324

www.heartofniagarahotels.com
Ask for special bridge rate: 

$99.00 (1 or 2 people, $10 ea. add. 
person) if booked by Jan. 11, 2017

TOURNAMENT CHAIR:
Wiebe Hoogland 905-688-0734

wybrenh@cogeco.ca

PARTNERSHIPS:
Margaret Dykstra 905-732-4324

adykstra3@cogeco.ca

 63rd NIAGARA DISTRICT SECTIONAL
Sponsored by the Niagara District Bridge Association
ST. CATHARINES, February 10-12, 2017

A Zero-Tolerance Tournament

Memories of 
Friendly Fred 

Hospitality  
following Fri & 

Sat eve games.

Holiday Inn & Suites,
Parkway Conference 

Centre

O
ntario St.

QEW
Toronto

Niagara Falls
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                 OSHAWA & DISTRICT 
SECTIONAL

March 4th and 5th, 2017

Come out and join us for fun & bridge at the 
LVIV Hall & Pavilion

38 LVIV Blvd., Oshawa, ON, L1H 3C3
    

Event Schedule
Saturday, March 4th Stratiflighted Swiss Teams (A/X and B/C/D)

10:30am & TBD
 

Sunday, March 5th  Stratiflighted Swiss Teams (A/X and B/C/D)
10:30am & TBD

 
Flight A/X: (separate) A=3000+, X=0-3000

Flights B/C/D: B=750-1500, C=300-749, D=0-299

Assignment to flight based on player with highest master points.  
Pair/team stratification based on average master points. 

Entry Fees: $13 (includes HST) per session for ACBL members  
(non or unpaid members add $3)   

Food available on-site for purchase during 45 minute break both days

Tournament Manager/Partnerships – Darla Petersen,  
darlapetersen@rogers.com, 905-683-1673 

Location – One block north of Hwy 401 

From the West on 401 take the Simcoe Street exit, turn left onto Bloor,  
left at the lights on Simcoe, then turn on first right to LVIV.

From the EAST on 401 take the Ritson/Simcoe exit, follow Drew St.,  
then left on 1 Ave., left on Albert St., then left to LVIV.

Lots of free parking onsite and also on both sides of the street.
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                 BURLINGTON 0-500 
SECTIONAL
SATURDAY MARCH 11th 2017

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
828 LEGION RD.
BURLINGTON ONTARIO

“FREE PARKING”

STRATIFIED PAIRS
2 SINGLE SESSION EVENTS
$12.00 PER SESSI0N
$3 EXTRA FOR NON-MEMBERS

SWISS CHALET $8.50
¼ CHICKEN WITH BAKED POTATOE
INCLUDES POP OR WATER

10:00 A.M:   (0-50   0-300   0-500)
  2:00 P.M:    (0-50   0-300   0-500)

Chair: Michelle Ellis   |   mellis2728@gmail.com   |  905-525-1433
Co-Chair: Darlene Scott   |   DarleneScott@me.com   |   905-257-0304
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Tournament Chair Michael Beauchamp & top masterpoint winner for the 

week Lloyd Harris (tied with Joe Sauro)

Terrol Getson & Martin Newland won the Saturday Open Pairs (A)

Jack Campbell & Jean Harris won the Saturday Open Pairs (B&C)
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Birthday boy Rob Avery & Ranald Davidson

Olivia Laufer & Albena-Maria Vassileva

Ann Szarka & Doug Oke

Photos courtesy of Jonathan Steinberg
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The Man With  
The Single Hair
By Eric Sutherland

When I was young, my father, Ron 
Sutherland, would often soliloquize 
around Christmas time performing 
monologues. One of his favourite 
performances was “The Man with the 
Single Hair” about a man with a single 
hair the “colour of a pink geranium.” At 
the end of the poem, he would cry, “The 
world shall see I was not always bald!”

Those moments encapsulated who he 
was – gregarious, stubborn, and charming. 
He was the true Scot having never lost 
his accent - despite his protestations. He 
was a fixture of Ontario bridge, always 
finding a way to lighten up a room and 
tell it like it is. Many reported him as 
kind and patient, never berating his 
partner. Others would say his laser-like 
tongue would find the perfect quip in 
any situation. 

At the bridge table, he was no slouch. 
He was an Emerald Life Master, in the 
top 100 Canadians for masterpoints, 
and he won two silvers and a bronze in 
the Canadian Senior Teams. He was a 
creative and adept player as evidenced 
in this hand (originally reported by Terry 
Bradley in the Winter 2006 Kibitzer).

My father was West playing in an 
IMP Pairs game with Wendy Dooley 
against Terry Bradley and Bob Panchuk.   
My father held:

   [ K J
   ] K J 8
   { 10 4 3
   } J 7 5 4 2

North dealt and opened 1 Spade. The 
auction proceeded:

 North (Bob)  South (Terry)
 1[   2{
 2[   4NT
 5]   6{

What would you lead?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dad was my partner and first teacher. 
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Dad figured that his spade holding was 
less-than-optimal, so he decided to start 
with the jack of spades. This was the 
whole hand:

   [ A Q 10 9 7 6
   ] A 10 7 5
   { 5 2
   } Q
[ K J   [ 8 5 4 3
] K J 8   ] Q 4 2
{ 10 4 3   { J
} J 7 5 4 2   } K 10 9 6 3
   [ 2
   ] 9 6 3
   { A K Q 9 8 7 6
   } A 8

Terry called for the ace and took the 
“marked” spade ruffing finesse. Dad 
uttered, “Gotcha,” as he won with the 
king. He then completed the coup by 
returning the king of hearts to guarantee 
that declarer had to go down. Dad and 
Wendy won the game and Terry and Bob 
were second. 

Sadly, Dad passed away on July 17th. 
From the wealth of remembrances and 
well-wishes, I know he will be missed. In 
fact, on Sunday, Oct. 23 the MObridge 
club (Dad’s “home club”) hosted a 
memorial game and individual. Martin 
Hunter smoothly directed the individual; 
the overall winner was John Duquette. 
Plenty of Dad’s bridge cronies were in 
attendance and the room was full of 
laughter as folks got up to tell a story 
or two featuring my dad.  

He will live on in our memory – reciting 
“The Man with the Single Hair.”

Ron Sutherland tucking into dinner while on holiday

Attending the Ron Sutherland Memorial:
• Gary Westfall
• Jared Riley
• Eric Sutherland
• Gerry VanLierop
• Jan Fox
• Bill Howlett
• Ron Groulx
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Deadline for the Spring 2017 Kibitzer: Feb. 1, 2017

2016

NOVEMBER
13 NAP Finals, p. 30
18-20 Stratford, p. 31
24-Dec. 4 NABC Orlando  

2017

JANUARY
6-8 Toronto, p. 32  
21-27 Bermuda Regional
27-29 Buffalo
28-29 London

FEBRUARY
10-12 St. Catharines, p. 33 

MARCH
4-5 Oshawa, p. 34  
9-19 NABC Kansas City
11 Burlington 499er, p. 35
18-19 Guelph

Tournament Trail
Page numbers (p.) refer to ads in this issue. An asterisk (*) means tournament 

information was in the previous issue. Information is subject to change - 
check www.unit166.ca or www.acbl.org for up-to-date information.

APRIL
8-9 Sarnia
11-16 Toronto Regional
17-23 Gatlinburg Regional
21-23 Buffalo
22-23 Brampton
28-30 North Bay
29-May 7 Canadian Bridge
 Championships, Winnipeg

MAY
1-7 Rochester Regional
6-7     Peterborough 
26-28 Sudbury 
29-June 4 Kingston Regional

JUNE
17-18 Cambridge
24-25   Port Franks
27-Jul. 2 Moncton Can-At Regional

JULY
8-9        Hamilton
20-30    NABC Toronto


